[Assay of methylated gene RARbeta2 in circulating DNA of blood from patients with lung cancer as a potential prognostic marker].
Blood-based methylated DNA gene RARbeta2 in circulating plasma (cir DNA) and one associated with blood cell surface were assayed in patients with non small cell lung cancer before and after combined treatment. The levels in both appeared to be significantly higher than in healthy subjects. Enhanced levels prior to treatment were associated with greater advancement of the disease and unfavorable prognosis (overall survival). After two courses of neoadjuvant therapy plus surgery methylation indices fell down to match those in healthy subjects. Our data may be instrumental in working out additional criteria to be used in diagnosis, prognosis and follow-up of patients with non small cell lung cancer.